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Amendmenis to the claims 



I\ L (currently amended) A method for protecting, tracking, and retrieving data on a computer 
2 \ysLcm, said method comprising the steps oi': 

(a) \ connecting a database to an existing operating system and to existing flic management 
sm"lwarc on said computer system; 

sclccl^ig at least one file to be protected from a primary storage device in said computer 
system; 

copying saidl^ least one file from said primary storage device to a secondary storage device 
in said computer system by activating said existing fi le management software to perform said 
copying, wherein saio i ' cnicivablc. secondary storag.c device contains at least one removable 
storage medium whereiiv«aid at least one removable storage medium is ;issigned a unique 
identifier, comprising the steps of 

(cl) creating a globallV unique identiller (GUIP) , wherein said GUID comnrises 
128 binary bits created from acurreiH time and date from said computersystem and a unique 
machine identifier copied from an elecironic circuit of said computer syyitcm ., 
(c2) converting said OUID into \ character string, and 
(c3) assigning said character stringV; said unique identifier: 
creating at least one database record when copying said at least one file from said primary 
storage device to said secondary storage device, whci;ein said at least one database record 
contains tracking information atiout said at least one filoand about said copying; 
storing said at least one database record in said database; aVl 

displaying said at least one database record, through a user interface for said existing file 
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management software on a screen display in u graphics dispby device ot said computer 
system, wherein said at least one database record is displayed graphically as a virtual file 
representing said at least one 11 Ic. 

(canceled yithout prejudice) 



1 3. (pixvioLLsly amcmlcd) The method of claim 1 wherein step (c2) further comprises the step 

2 of: 

3 (c2a) converting saidXjUID into a character string by convening each hexadecimal digit 

4 of said GUID into tKsingIc character of said characicr string. 

1 4. {cun-cntly amended) A system for protecting, tracking, and retrieving data on a computer 

2 system, said system comprising: 

3 a database, stored on a primary storage device 6(^aid computer system, wherein said database is 

4 connected to an existing operating'systcm of^iaid computer system and connected to existing 

5 nic management software of said computer sj^cm; 

6 a secondary storage device, connected to said computer system, for receiving a copy ol' at least one 

7 file t'mm said primary storage device for protectioifj and retrieval thereof, wherein said 

8 secondary storage device further comprises at least one removable storage medium, mounted 

9 in said secondary storage device, for receiving said copy of said at least one file from said 

1 0 primary storage device and further wherein each said at least ot\c removable storage medium 

1 1 is iissigned a unique identifier comprised of a Globally Uniciue^dentillcr (GUID) wherein 
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s:iicl GVID compri.^cs 128 binary hits crcalcd from n ciirt'cnt lime and date from J^aid 
computer system and a unique machine identifier copied from an electronic circuit of said 
coVipuler system : 

data pnHcctic)n software, operating within a memory of said computer system, wherein said data 

protcctiVn software is connected to said existing file management software^ connected to said 
existing operating system* and connected to said database; and 

whcrcin, at Iciist one clatabase record, comprised of tracking information about said at least one file 
copied to said secondary storage device, is created and stored in said database, and further 
wherein said at Ica&t one database record appears as a virtual file representing said at least 
one file within a uscV interface of said existing file management software displayed in a 
screen display of a graphics display device att;iched to said computer system. 



1 5. 



{canceled without prejudiced 



1 6. (previously amended) The system of claim 4 wherein said unique identifier further 

2 comprises a character for each hexadecimal iligit within said globally unique identifier. 



1 7. (currently amended) A computer system method for creating a unique name for a iiemovable 

2 storage medium compiising the steps of; 

3 (a) creating a globally unique identifier (UOJD), wherein said GUID comprises 128 

4 binary bits created from a current time and date from saidVomputcr system and a unique mnchinc 
3 identifier copied from an electronic circuit of said comDUterVvstcm ; 
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converting said GUID into a character siring; and 

assigning said char:icler string as said unique name for said removable storage 



8 medium. 



1 8. (t)riginai) The method of^bjaim 7 wherein step (b) Turlher comprises the step of; 

2 (bl ) converting said GUID imo a chiu-actcr string by convening each hexadecimal digit 
of said GXJID into a single cnaractcr of said character siring. 
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